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Memorial for Aguilar planned for Thursday
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
An on-campus memorial for Jason Aguilar is
scheduled for Thursday at 4 p.m. in the Grand
Ballroom in the Manin Luther King Jr. University Union.
Aguilar, a sophomore accounting major and
track athlete died Oct. 30.
Speakers at the memorial will include:
•
University President David Glassman
•
EIU Track and Field Head Coach Keith
Roberts
•
Aguilar's teammates, Donavan Morris,
Za'Quan Singleton and Jahleel Perrin
•
Aguilar's aunts, Evelin Vences, Angelica
Vences & Abigahil Vences
•
Aguilar's cousin, Jacqueline Vences
•
Aguilar's brother, Joaquin Aguilar
A memorial has also been set up on the Mellin Steps encouraging people to leave notes in
memory of Aguilar.
In an email informing students of Aguilar's
death, Vice President for Student Affairs Anne
Flaherty shared her condolences.
"Our thoughts and utmost sympathies go out
to aH those impacted by this unexpected loss,
and especially to Jason Aguilar's family, friends,
and track teammates. The loss of any student
pains us all. As we cope with our own personal
and private feelings of grief and sorrow over this
loss, we ask that everyone in our EIU community lift each other up in support and healing,"
Flaherty's email read. " ... (Glassman) and (Provost Jay Gatrell) join us in expressing our most
profound sympathies to those closest to this loss,
and we courteously ask at this time for everyone
to respect the personal privacy of Jason's family
and friends as they cope with this tragic and unfortunate event."
Eastern Athletic Director Tom Michael and
Director of Track ancl Field Keith Roberts said
they are working to support srudents impacted
by Aguilar's death.
MEMORIAL, page 5
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A memorial encouraging students to write notes in memory of Jason Aguilar, an Eastern track athlete and sophomore accounting major who
died Oct. 30 is at the Mellin Steps Tuesday afternoon .

Glassman to give Naming Committee recommendations
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
Eastern's Naming Committee is expected to receive name recommendations from
University President David Glassman ahead
of their meeting Thursday at 9 a.m. in
room 1019 of Old Main.
Vice President of University Advancement Ken Wetstein, ex officio convener of
the Naming Committee, will be informing
the committee of the names they are being
asked to review. Once the committee has
fully reviewed the names, likely at a later
meeting, they will return a list of recommendations to Glassman for him to review
and potentially take to the Board ·of Trustees.
Wetstein will also share the university's
gift guidelines for naming university property with the committee.
New business and the next meeting date
for the committee will be led by Suzie Park,
the newly-elected chair of the committee.
This year, the members of the committee are Steven Scher· (Faculty Senate), Angie Campbell (Staft Senate), Diane Burns
(Cdµncil of Chairs), Rick Wilkinson

"If they wish to keep atheme with Lincoln, perhaps naming it after
Sherman or President Grant. Grant whom spent years attacking the
influence of the KKK. Naming the Hall after Grant can show the no
tolerance for racism within the school:'
-Naming recommendation
(Council on Academic Affairs), Billie Frazier (Student Senate), Park (presidential appointee) and Mona Davenport (presidential
appointee).
Davenport will not be attending the
meeting in-person but will be calling in to
join the committee.
During the meetings that led up to the
naming committee's recommendation to rename Douglas Hall last fall, a survey was
sent out in which some individuals shared
their recommendations for a new name.
Recommendations for names included:
•
"Of the options I read, I much prefer renaming Douglas Hall Douglass Hall after Fredrick Douglass a powerful black voice of the same
time period as Lincoln. Another op-.

•

•

, •,

tion might be to name it "Harriet Tubman Hall" after an extremely brave, under-appreciated figure of
that same time period."
"I propose Chief Justice 'Ruth Bader Ginsburg's name for the hall! A
champion of equality and American
Values! Lincoln-Ginsburg name will
reflects EIU's commitment to equality in all forms!"
"If they wish to keep a theme with
Lincoln, perhaps naming it after
Sherman or President Grant. Grant
whom spent years attacking the influence of the KKK. Naming the
Hall after Grant can show the no tolerance for racism within the school."
"The Committee should explore oth-

1.

2.
'

er names associated with Illinois that
better reflect diversity and inclusion.
Looking to the 19th/early 20th century, Edward Coles, Hiram Rutherford and Ida B. Wells are a few."
"I would like to propose the following 3 names to the Naming Committee as possible substitutions for
Douglas. They are all Native Americans who have impacted America's
history for the better.
Sequoyah who created a Cherokee
syllabary that is used even to this
day.
Tecumseh (my personal choice) was
a war hero and a uniter of his people. He was against U.S. expansionism and sought to unite the Native American tribes together. Although he died in the War of 1812,
people still regard him as one of the
best military leaders of the Shawnee.
While it is too late to give his land
back to his people, the least we can
do is honor Tecumseh for fighting
for the rights of Native American.

NAMING COMMITTEE, page 2
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Local weather

Eastern student advocates for change

FRIDAY
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By Rege'nte Myers

I

Contributing Writer @DEN_news

Partly Cloudy
High: 43•
Low: 25'

Mostly Sunny
High: 43·
Low: 32'
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The 2021 Homecoming King
Jeremiah Boyd-Johnson, a senior
from Chicago, Ill., is majoring in
political science with a minor in
pre-law studies.
Boyd-Johnson is involved in
many organizations on campus.
"These organizations have built
me up to be strong, 'so when I see
something wrong, I know I have
the power to change them," BoydJohnson said.
One of them is Eastern's speech
team. Boyd-Johnson competes
in communication analysis, impromptu speaking and poetry interpretation.
"Public speaking helps me get
everything out. My performances allow me not only to connect
with the audience but to tell a story that 1 believe in, but also for
me to get all those feelings out. It
really helps soothe me, it's like my
sport," Boyd-Johnson said.
Boyd-Johnson is a member of
Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc., and previously served as the vice president
of the Zeta Nu chapter.
Boyd-Johnson also holds the
secretary position in Eastern's
Black Student Union.
His specific role is public relations, and he's in charge of social
justice events.
Boyd-Johnson was able to hold
a forum on criminal justice this
semester.
"We had an open conversation
about just policing, how police are
doing and we actually got great
notice from the university police
department. That's what felt really good, also involving with public relations, anything that has an
Alpha event, I'm responsible for
communicating that to students,"
Boyd-Johnson said.
Another organization that he is
a part of is the search committee
for the new chief of university police.
At Eastern's Board of Trust-
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1802 Buzzard Hall
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ees meeting, vice chair Phillip
Thompson announced that Marisol Gamboa has been chosen for
the position.
"The best thing was after serving on that search committee, I
was able to facilitate the forum
where students came in, and it was
a Q and A with that candidate,"
Boyd-Johnson said. "That felt,
like, really good, especially because I hadn't really been active in
speaking out when the Black Lives
Matter protests were occurring. So
I was able to really have an impact
on policing."
Boyd-) ohnson is also an active member of the Black Student
Union.
"That was the first thing that
brought me to campus. Actually, my freshman year, when I was
going to another university, I
was denied creating a Black Student Union," Boyd-Johnson said.
"When I came to Eastern and
they already had one, it was established. I was like, okay, this is
where I need to be."
Boyd-Johnson served as the parliamentarian.
His job was to make sure people
were doing their office hours and
that the meetings were orderly and
conducted right. He was in charge
of running agendas and other parliamentary procedures.
While he was vice president of
BSU last year, Boyd-Johnson hosted a mental health awareness forum.
This forum gave students the
opportunity to have conversational event where they brought up
scenarios about microaggressions.
They talked about how it made
minorities feel in those situations.
"I'm also a member of the
NAACP here on campus, so I do
attend their meetings and that's
mostly what I'm involved in, especially when they have their socials,
I'm very involved. They hosted
Jeopardy the other day, and I was
able to answer questions. It was
about black history, so that felt

Personal, place or functional
names may be recommended

I feel like my existence is to help
people. I feel like so much, not
only in the black commuriity, but
just people in general, don't seek
to uplift others, and you have to
give to be able to receive. I definitely believe that that's what was
instilled in me," Boyd-Johnson
said.
Boyd-Johnson said he's willing
to help students who feel like they
don't belong here.
"Come talk to me. You belong
here, get out of your rooms and
please get involved. It takes a village," Boyd-Johnson said.
Rege'nte Myers can be reached at
581-2812 or rdmyers2@eiu.edu.

-N~ming recommendation
6.
2.

l.

really good, going to their meetings. They always have cool game
nights and stuff for the community," Boyd-Johnson said.
Boyd-Johnson joined these organizations because he wanted to
make an impact on Eastern's community.
He feels all these organizations
he's a part of are different extensions of himself.
"I would say I love being on
campus. Like, doing things for
campus takes nothing for me because I'm a public servant. Our
motto in Alpha is 'First of all, servants of all, we shall transcend
all.' We are supposed to always
serve the community, especially when we see that there's a lack.

"Meskwaki, more prominently known as the Fox, as
away to honor one of the tribes who had originally
been settled in Illinois:'

3. Meskwaki, more prominently known as the Fox, as a way to honor one of the tribes who had originally
been settled in Illinois."
The committee is expected to follow
a set of guidelines when recommending names. Those guidelines include:

Jeremiah Boyd-Johnson

3.

for facilities.
The recommended name shall
be logical in terms of the function of the facility.
The recommended name shall
have some significance to and
meaning for constituencies
served by the facility and/or

4.

5.

significance to and meaning
for the University as a whole.
The recommended name shall
be consistent with the guidelines provided in the Board
ofTrustees Regulations cited
above.
There shall be a relationship

between the magnitude of the
contribution of that person to
the University and the facility,
major building names should
be reserved for those individuals who have made major contributions to the advancement
and welfare of the institution.
At least two years shall pass after the employee's termination
of regular employment, retirement or death before consideration is given to naming a facility for that individual.

Corryn Brock can be reached at
581-2812oratdeneic@gmail.com.
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How teachers affect students' lives
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MATTOON COIN CLUB
60th ANNUAL COIN SHOW
Sunday, November 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

\

Mattoon Moose Lodge, 1212 Broadway Ave.
COINS• CURRENCY• TOKENS• COMMEMORATIVES• MINT & PROOF• SETS• GOLD• SILVER
•PLATINUM• U.S. & FOREIGN• ANCIENT TO MODERN • COIN BOOKS & SUPPLIES

BUY• SELL• TRADE• APPRAISE
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STAFF EDITORIAL

Reminder for Douglas Hall renaming options
The Naming Committee will meet
Thursday and is anticipating a list of names
to consider from University President David Glassman.
While we do not know what this list of
names will consist of, we know most any
name will be a better fit for Eastern than
Douglas Hall.
Stephen Douglas was a bad person with
bad ideals. He did not believe in equality
between different races of people and he
certainly would not be "committed to diversity and inclusion," a value held so dearly by Eastern that is included in the university's mission statement.
With so many names to choose from, we
at The Daily Eastern News are looking forward to seeing what the naming committee will be given to consider, as well as what
they will recommend to Glassman in return.
With that being said, we would like to
once again recommend the names of five individuals who represent values that Eastern
and its campus community can be proud of;
Zella Powell, Charles Hall, Ona Norton,
Kevin Duckworth and Johnetta Jones.
Each one of those individuals represents
a strength of character that students can
and should look up to, has a strong connection to Eastern and would show the world
who and what Eastern values.
As mentioned in the last Naming Committee meeting, there is always an option

Quote of the Day:

BY CORRYN BROCK

I THE DAILY

EASTERN NEWS

(From left to right) Johnetta Jones, Kevin Duckworth, Ona Norton, Charles Hall and Zella Powell.

to rename the hall after a rich alum (if any
of them still think about Eastern enough to
donate the amount of money it would take
to buy a building name), but that should
not be an option. The university's integrity
should not be up for sale.
While a million dollars might be nice in

the short term, that money will not last forever.
What will last is the name of an individual who students, faculty and staff can all
look to and admire.
We hope the as the committee moves
through this next step in the naming pro-

cdss, they see that there is more value in
naming a building after someone truly worthy of naming honors than in whatever size
check the highest bidder writes.
e majority opinion o

e Daily Eastern News.

" Knowing you need to make a change isn't enough. You've got to have the guts
to do it. 11
Robert Kiyosaki

COLUMNS

'Ni no Kuni' is one of Studiq Ghibli's best projects
Over these last two days I've been searching
for the perfect game for the train ride home for
break. I stumbled across a game called "Ni no
Kuni: Wrath of the White Witch." It had a familiar art style with a Pokemon-esque gameplay.
As I looked farther into the game, I realized that
it is created by Studio Ghibli, a film studio most
known for movies like "Ponyo" and "Spirited
Away." With high hopes, I purchased the game.
I was not prepared for just how good this game
would be.
The main conflict in this story is that Oliver
is in search of his mother who passed away after saving Oliver from drowning. He searches
for comfort in the stuffed toy his mom made for
him, but as Oliver's tears touch the fabric the doll
comes to life. In a seemingly Irish accent, the doll

announces he is a fairy
named Drippy. This fairy
is very witty and has a nononsense kind of attitude.
He then proceeds to explain that he is from a different world that is filled
with magic and where everyone has a soulmate that
shares a link with those in
Oliver's world. Drippy says
Elise
that Oliver's mom looks
a lot like a great magician
who was kidnapped by the main villain Shadar
in hiswodd.
Using Drippy and Oliver's magic you begin a quest to save Drippy's world from destruc-

tion and recover the kianapped soulmate to bring
Oliver's mom back to
life. Eventually you collect fellow travelers and
familiars that will help
you on your missions
and battles. This help will
be kindly accepted as the
boss battles are really difficult and cannot be done
Keane
alone.
I was so excited by
this initial gameplay that I decided to keep playing past the set-up for the game. This has been
one of the most interactive and beautiful games I
have played in a while. The whimsical and child-

like nature of the game is very nostalgic. However, I do have a lot of nostalgia with the Studio
Ghibli art style as I watched almost all the movies
when I was kid. That made me love the beauty of
the game almost immediately. I wasn't anticipating how smooth running and well animated this
game was considering it was released in 2010.
I play on my switch, but it runs on the PlayStation, Nintendo DS= and PC. It also only costs
$15 to $30. There is also a sequel game if you
end up really loving the first one. I have never come across a game similar to this one and I
highly recommend you check it out.

Elise Keane is a sophomore neuroscience major.
They can be reached at 581-2812 orateskeane@eiu.edu.

Theory: Paul McCartney of The Beatles is dead
There are many outrageous conspiracies out there.
Don't lie, we all love a mind-boggling conspiracy theory. Well, I am no random YouTuber doing
a video, but buckle in because this about to get a little wild.
In 1969, a rumor started that Paul McCartney
from The Beatles had died in a car accident. Supposedly, McCartney slid off an icy road and crashed his
car into a tree on Nov. 9, 1966. People believe that
The Beatles replac.ed McCartney with a man named
Billy Shears who looked exactly like McCartney. Apparently, Billy Shears could act and sing just like McCartney to cover up his death.
A lot of people look at the band's album covers to
find hidden dues. The album packaging for "Sargent
Pepper's Lonely Heart Club Band" had many clues.
On the front, it is said that The Beatles are attending

-orryn Brock

Editorial Board
Helena Edwards

a funeral for McCartney. On
ginning of the song, "numthe jacket that McCartney is
ber nine" is repeated multiwearing, there is a parch that
ple times, but people spun
says, "OPD." People thought
the record backwards to
that this stood for "Officialfind a chilling clue. When
ly Pronounced Dead," but it
played backwards, it supposreally stood for "Ontario Proedly says, "turn me on, dead
man."
vincial Police."
On the same album, in
There are more clues
on the back of the album.
between the songs 'Tm so
tired" and "Blackbird," peoGeorge Harrison's finEllen Dooley
ger points to the words
ple have pointed out that
"Wednesday morning at 5 o'clock." This is when you can hear John Lennon say, "Paul is dead, man,
McCartney supposedly died. Plus, McCartney is the miss him, miss him." Creepy, right?
only one facing backwards on the back of the album.
You may have seen the famous "Abbey Road" alThe "White" album leads us to more clues. The bum cover. It shows the four members crossing the
album has a song called "Revolution 9." In the be- street. People think that this was a funeral proces-

--Madelyn Kidd

-

- ------- Luke Taylor

sion. John Lennon is wearing white because he is the
preacher. Ringo Starr is wearing black because he is
the undertaker. George Harrison wears blue jeans
and casual clothes because he is a grave digger. Then
McCartney wears black because he is supposedly
dead and is out of step with the others.
Whether you believe it or not, this conspiracy is
out there. Many members of The Beatles have said
that this is all false and that Paul McCartney is alive
and well. I also believe that it was all just a hoax,
but it is interesting to see all the dues. Who knows,
maybe we have been listening to Billy Shears all this
time?

Ellen Dooley is a freshman special education
major. She can be contacted at 581-2812 or emdooley@eiu.edu.

Kyara Morales-Rodriguez

-- -------- - Adam Tumino

Ashanti Thomas
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Friendsgiving: A time to be thankful and celebrate with friends
By Morgan Bledsoe

Contributing Writer I@morganmbledsoe
An array of delicious holiday dishes is a delight to share with others on
Thanksgiving-especially when the
people at your table are friends.
This year, some Eastern students
are celebrating something called
Friendsgiving: A time to be thankful
and celebrate with your best friends .
Kelsey Wirwick, a sophomore international management major, attended a Friendsgiving with her
boyfriend Lukas Hastings , a freshman computer information technology major, at the Delta Chi chapter
house.
Hastings is a member of the Delta
Chi fraternity, and the fraternity hosts
an annual Friendsgiving for the members of the fraternity and their guests.
People who attended brought food
such as meatballs, ham, pan cookies,
buffalo mac and cheese, pie, deviled
eggs and cornbread.
Wirwick's sorority, Tri Sigma, also
had a Friendsgiving potluck with
sign-ups for what food to bring.
Though she could not attend, she
said Friendsgiving is a time for the sisterhood to be thankful for one another and what they have together.
Wirwick said the Friendsgiving at
the Tri Sigma chapter house is just for

» MEMORIAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
"We are extremely saddened by the
news of Jason's p~sing. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his family during this emotional time," Michael
said. '.'At this time we are doing everything we can to support our student-athletes and coaches as they

the sisters in
that sorority.
They can
spend time
with one another, eat, play
games and
watch movies
together during this time
too.
EJ Hicks ,
a senior English major, is
having their
Friendsgiving with some
friends back
home.
They play
video games
or card games,
eat and visit
each other during this time.
They all come
together at one
person's house
and bring dishes like mashed
potatoes, sweet
potatoes, cranberry sauce and different desserts.
Hicks and their friends started this
annual tradition with their friends

work through this tragedy of dealing
with the loss of one of their own."
"Words cannot express the heartache our team is feeling after learning
of the passing of Jason Aguilar. Jason
was a part of our EIU Track Family
and we are saddened by his passing
at such a young age," Roberts said.
"Our thoughts and prayers are with
those who loved him dearly, including the members of our Panther fam-

the food.
The Newman Catholic Center is
also hosting a
Friendsgiving
this year. This
is their first
Friendsgiving after not
having one
last year due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The set-up
of Friendsgiving can go
several ways.
In the case
of Hicks and
their friends,
the host
makes the turkey, since it is
hard to transport and then
the rest bring
their signature
GRAPHIC BY MADELYN KIDD dishes.
For Hastwhen they were a freshman in high ings at Delta Chi's Friendsgiving,
school. Hicks said that their brother the members of the fraternity set up
and them are half the friend group, so a spreadsheet in advance after choos"they usually end up bringing half of ing a date for the event. Within the

ily."
Friends, teammates and acquaintances took to social media to talk
about Aguilar.
"Man this really hurts. We were
inseparable. Jason and I did everything together and went everywhere
together," Jaheel Perrin, a sophomore
sport management major, tweeted.
"I will always and forever love my
brother with everything in me."

''Always had something positive to
say to you, after every race, every PR,
every bad race he always texted me
with positive words," Adam Swanson,
a junior criminology major, tweeted. Jason Aguilar was a real teammate and a great person. You will be
missed but never forgotten."
"It's hard to put into words the
emotions my teammates and I are
feeling right now. Jason was an ex-

T.ODAY'S

V I s I T
eiu.edu/success/tutoring.php

TO VIEW DEPARTMENTAL
TUTORING SCHEDULES
~

spreadsheet you can see who is bringing what dish and who the members
plus-ones are.
Tri Sigma and The Newman Catholic Center both had sign-up sheets
for their Friendsgivings.
The word "Friendsgiving" was added to the dictionary in 2020, according to Merriam-Webster. It is still a
fairly new word even though the Dictionary can trace back the use of it to
as early as 2007.
Merriam-Webster also stated that
the word started as an informal replacement for the word Thanksgiving.
The COVID-19 pandemic did
bring some challenges to last years'
celebration of the holiday. Many took
to the use of Zoom and other virtu- ,..
al mediums to hang out and celebrate
the holiday with their friends.
Last year for Friendsgiving, Hicks
had their friends drop food off at their
house after their brother tested positive for COVID-19. Then the group
used FaceTime for a bit to hangout
and ·celebrate.
It wasn't a perfect substitute for
spending the holiday in person, but it
was still important to 'see' them, even
if the pandemic kept everyone physically apart.

Morgan Bledsoe can be reached at
581-2812 or mmbledsoe@eiu.edu.

ce.ptional person, teammate, and
friend," Riley Baker, a junior kinesiology education major, tweeted. "The
world lost a great person"
The counseling clinic can
reached at 581-3413 and a 24-hom
crisis line can be reached at (866)
567-2400.

Corryn Brock can be reached 581 ·
2812 and deneic@gmail.com.
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Eastern's 2021 fall Student Mental Health Days
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MAKE ITf
-ANDTAKE IT

BY ASHANTI THOMAS I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

(Top) On Wednesday afternoon during the second day of Eastern's Student Mental Health
Days, academic classes were canceled while wellness activities such as yoga, therapy dog sessions, crafts and games were made available around campus.
(Above) Students make their own face scrub out of brown sugar, coconut oil and essential
oils on Wednesday afternoon during the second day of Eastern's Student Mental Health Days.
Academic classes were cancelled while wellness activities such as yoga, therapy dog sessions,
crafts and games were made available around campus.
(Right) Marguerite McHale, a senior political science and economics major, plays with Rachel
the therapy dog Wednesday afternoon during the second day of Eastern's Student Mental
Health Days. Academic classes were cancelled while wellness activities such as yoga, therapy
•• dog sessions, crafts and games were made available around campus.
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Football team to honor senior's Saturday
By Autumn Schulz

Assistant Sports Editor
The Eastern football will be honoring
its 14 seniors this Saturday at O'Brien
fidd prior to their final game of the season against Murray State.
Saturday's game will mark the second
time this season that the Panthers and
the Racers have met, following 22-6 loss
in October for the Panthers.
The Panthers are corning off a byeweek following a 42-26 loss to Austin Peay on Nov. 6, putting them at 1-9
overall and 1-4 in the OVC.
The Racers have won two straight
games as they will enter Saturday's competition 5-5 overall, and 2-3 in the OVC.
Head coach Adam Cushing said that
the Panthers have spent these last few
weeks keeping their bodies healthy in order to play one last game.
"We practiced a few times last week,
but kept contact to a rninimwn," he said.
"This late in the year, it's more about getting bodies healthy and ready to play one
more game."
The Panthers will be going up against
Racer quarterback DJ Williams who was
named Stats Perform National Freshman
of the Week on Monday.
Last Saturday against Southeast Missouri, Williams rushed for over 100 yards
and passed for nearly 200, including the
ninth longest pass in school history at 73
yards. Defensivdy, the Racers are led by
Eric Samuta with 69 tackles.
Cushing said that in order to be successful against the Racers, the Panthers
need to play their best 60 minutes of
football.

"1his will be our second time playing
Murray in 2021," he said. "They're a really good football team and they play the
game the right way. We need to play our
best 60 minutes to win."
The Panthers will continue to rdy on
their pass-defense this weekend. Against
the Governors on Nov. 6, the defense has
three fumble recoveries, putting them at
second in the FCS for fumbles recovered.
Linebacker Jason Johnson leads the
OVC in tackles with 59 and is first in
the nation with three fumble recoveries.
Johnson had 6 cackles against the Governors. Linebacker Colin Bohanek led the
Panthers defensivdy against the Governors with 8 tackles.
Offensivdy, the Panthers will be riding on the back of returning wide receiver back Isaiah Hill. Against the Governors, Hill caught ten passes for 140 yards
and a touchdown. Hill is now leading
the Panthers with 26 receptions and 383
yards.
Freshman Quarterback Otto Kuhns is
79-of-171 and has passed for 881 yards
on the season with eight interceptions
and six touchdowns.
"Certainly, we haven't lived up to our,
or anyone's, expectations. But we're excited for one more opponunity to play
football for each other this weekend," he
said. "I think it's special when you get
to play the final game of the season at
home, as the seniors get to play their final
college game here. We have a great group
of seniors and we want them to end their
career on a high note."
BY ROB LE CATES I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Autumn Schulz can be reached at
587-2812 or acschulz@eiu.edu

Eastern running back Kendi Young runs the ball past a defender in the Panthers' Homecoming Game against Tennessee State on Oct. 23. Eastern lost 28-0 to the Tigers at O'Brien Field.
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Panthers win 1st .road game of season
By Jonas Engelhart
Women's Basketball Reporter I@DEN_Sports
The Eastern's women's basketball
team collected another win in their
s.econd game of the season as they
won 64-55 against Indiana State in
Terre Haut on Wednesday night.
It was a close game throughout
the first three quarters until Eastern stepped on the gas in the fourth
period, outscoring Indiana State by
nine points and winning it 20-11.
The first half was low in points
and high in missed shots and turn_o vers, which are the reasons why
the halftime score was low and Indiana State led Eastern 27-25 at the
break.
While Eastern started off shooting 4-of-13 in the first quarter, the
defense performed well, forcing 7
turnovers in the quarter.
"I thought our defense was pretty solid throughout," Eastern's
head coach Matt Bollant said. "We
forced them into 17 turnovers in
the first half. I thought that was
huge."
Although Indiana State shot 40
percent from the field and therefore slightly more than Eastern, 25
total turnovers were too much for
the Sycamores to overcome in the
game.
But Bollant also added that his
team didn't play well offensively at
all in the first quarter, only scoring 10 points. The longer the game
lasted, the more points Eastern
scored in each quarter.
"·W~ ~~~r~d 15 \n thf second, 19
in the third, 20 in the fourth. It
just took us a while," Bollant said.
Two important factors for Eastern's win were strong performances
by senior center Abby Wahl and senior guard Kira Arthofer.
Abby Wahl put up a game high

of 17 points and grabbed 8 rebounds including 5 offensive rebounds while shooting 7-of-8 from
the free throw line.
Kira Arthofer scored a career
high 16 points, dished out 7 assists
and stole the ball four times. Compared to last season "she is a lot
more skilled," Bollant said. "She's
just doing a lot of different things
better."
Junior guard Lariah Washington
finished the game with 11 points
while senior guard Jordyn Hughes
contributed IO points and 3 rebounds to the win.
In difference to last week's 86-30
blowout win against Lindenwood,
which saw the bench players play
significant minutes , Bollant mostly relied on the starters on Wednesday.
"We went early to the bench ,
and I just didn't feel like the bench
played quite as well in the first road
game", Bolian t said.
The bench played little and only
shot a combined 1-11 from the
field. Freshman guard Julia Bengtson scored the only three bench
points for Eastern. Moreover, Bollant emphasized that they wanted
to stick with the veterans down the
stretch who know how to play defensively in such close games.
Indiana State's junior top scorer Adrian Folks was held to a team
high of 15 points. She was defended by Eastern's junior forward Morgan Litwiller, who held Folks to
just 4 points in the second half.
Litwiller scored 7 points and finished with a plus/minus of +16.
Eastern's next game is on Saturday, Nov. 20, against Evansville at
Lantz Arena.

A.

P4N7HER5

tl

ROB LE CATES

Jonas Engelhart can be reached at
581-2812 or jengelhart@eiu.edu.
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Eastern forward Abby Wahl defends an opponent at the top of the key in a game against Lindenwood on Nov. 9 in
Lantz Arena. Wahl had 6 points and 3 rebounds in the game, which Eastern won 86-30.

Allen given 1st team All-OVC honors for Panthers
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
The OVC announced its postseason volleyball awards Wednesday, on the eve of the OVC Tournament.
Eastern, which will play Southeast Missouri Wednesday in what
it the Panthers' first OVC Tournament appearance since 2017, had
representation on the All-OVC
first team for the second-straight
season.
Senior outside hitter Danielle
Allen was given the All-OVC honor after finishing fourth in the
conference in kills per set with an
average of 3.53.
Allen upped that number in the
Panthers' final seven matches, averaging 4. 72 kills per set. Her success during this stretch was instrumental in the Panthers' postseason push, as the team went 4-3
in those matches and clinched the
eighth and final seed in the tournament.
Her 342 kills on the season
were the most by an Eastern player since 2014 and are the 16thmost in a single season in program
history.
The Panthers were 4-14 in conference play this season.
Eastern's opponent Southeast
Missouri had plenty of representation in the postseason awards .
The Redhawks had three players
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Eastern outside hitter Danielle Allen swings on a kill attempt in a match against Austin Peay on Nov. 13 in Lantz
Arena. Allen had a team-high 22 kills in the match, which Eastern lost 3-1.

receive first team All-OVC honors in outside hitters Laney Malloy and Zoey Beasley and setter
Claire Ochs.
Southeast Mi,souH' Libero Tara

Beilsmith received second team
All-OVC honors while head coach
Julie Yankus was named OVC Volleyball Coach of the Year.
Ochs was also named Setter of ,

the Year and Malloy was named
Player of the Year.
Malloy ranked third in the
OVC with 3.96 kills per set ap.d,
Ochs ranked third with 10.38 as-

sists per set.
The Redhawks earned the OVC
regular season title with a 14-4
conference record. Their overall
winning percentage of . 767 was
the highest in the co1,1ference.
Elsewhere in the conference, a
pair of Murray State players received individual postseason
awards.
Racers' outside hitter Brooke
Watts was named OVC Freshman
of the Year. She led the conference with 4.58 kills per set, which
ranked 15th in the nation this season.
Libero Becca Fernandez was
named OVC Defensive Player of the Year. She led the conference with 5.50 digs per set which
ranked sixth in the nation.
The Racers finished with a conference record of 11- 7, placing
them fifth in the OVC. They will
play four seed Tennessee-Martin
Thursday.
The other tournament matches Thursday will include secondseeded Morehead State playing
seven seed Belmont and the three
seed Austin Peay and six seed Tennessee Tech.
·
The semifinals will take place
Friday with the championship
match scheduled for Saturday at
6 p.m.
Aqam TqmifJQ can be reached at 581'·
· 2812orajtumi~itJ.edu.

